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The Role of Interfaith Dialogue in Combating
Hate Speech

Dr. Majid Habib Hassan
Al-Mansour Preparatory School for Boys, Al-Karkh/First Education
Directorate, Ministry of Education, Iraq

ABSTRACT
Throughout history, societies have undergone numerous transformations and crises.

These crises have resulted in events and repercussions that have shaken the very
foundations of society. One such repercussion is the emergence of unprecedented
behaviors and various forms of violence stemming from social, political, economic,
ideological, democratic, and cultural conflicts and changes. In these circumstances,
individuals experience rapid development, which often influences their thoughts,
beliefs, and methods of dialogue, sometimes generating a kind of animosity and
hatred.

The wisdom of the Creator, may He be exalted, decreed that people would differ in
understanding, thought, reasoning, beliefs, and skin color. Had He willed, He could
have made them one nation. The Creator explained this by establishing bridges of
understanding among them, allowing each to benefit from the good that others
possess. However, misunderstandings, prejudices, and extremism have fragmented
and torn humanity apart. Rebuilding bridges is impossible without upholding the
principles of tolerance. Among the most important principles of tolerance is
meaningful dialogue based on mutual respect and intellectual maturity that embraces
the differences not only within a single society but also between societies across
diverse locations and with varying intellectual and cultural backgrounds.

Keywords: Interfaith dialogue, hate speech.
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